
Working Title 

Thesis Proposal 

XXXX XXXXX 

Exploring the Relationship Between Alcohol, Sexual Assault and Religiosity on College 

Campuses. 

Project Importance 

The purpose of this thesis is to explore whether institutions of higher education that 

maintain a policy of a dry campus, that is, a campus free from alcohol, also report fewer 

instances of sexual assault. Further, this thesis will seek to find whether there is a significant 

variance in reported rates of sexual assault among religious institutions maintaining a dry 

campus policy compared to secular institutions maintaining a dry campus policy. Rates of 

sexual violence on college campuses are higher than among the general population. Further, 

intoxication has been found to be a significantly correlated factor in cases of sexual assault and 

violence. Developing a better understanding of the relationship between alcohol, sexual assault, 

and administrative policies that mitigate the two may help to reduce incidences of sexual 

violence and protect students in higher education. 

Project Overview 

Background. Incidence of sexual assault on college campuses are frequent. Research estimates 

between one in four and one in five female students are victims of some form of sexual assault or 

rape during their time at college (Exner & Cummings, 2011; Gidycz, Orchowski, & Berkowitz, 

2011; Katz, Colbert & Colangelo, 2015; McMahon & Banyard 2012). Females are not the only 

victims, with estimates showing between one in ten and one in twenty male students being 

victims of sexual assault (Exner & Cununings, 2011; Gidycz et al., 2011; Katz et al. 2015). The 
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