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A. Statement of Intent

1 

The study will determine the accuracy of choir teachers' perceptions regarding the 

amount of time they spend talking during rehearsal. 

B. Background and Significance

Time is limited. This is a truth that is especially apparent in a choir rehearsal. The 

amount of time spent talking during rehearsal can be a significant factor in achieving 

maximum effectiveness in a rehearsal. Talking time impedes students' attentiveness 

(Napoles 2006). Studies show that expert music teachers talk less than novice or beginning 

teachers (Goolsby '96; '99). When asked to self-assess their talking time and teach again, 

preservice music instructors reduced their talking time by about 50% (Napoles). So how 

much talking time is appropriate? Studies report that successful choir directors spend 

between 35% (Caldwell, 1980) to 40% (Thurman, 1977) of rehearsal time talking. 

What percentage of time, then, does an average choir teacher spend talking? What 

percentage of time does an average choir teacher believe they spend talking? How accurate 

are their perceptions? If music teachers become aware of the reality of time spent talking, 

they may be more likely to adjust talking time to produce more effective rehearsals. In the 

preservice music teacher study, teacher talk decreased and teacher estimates were more 

accurate after their second rehearsal (Napoles 2012). However, there is no research 

regarding public school choir teachers. Therefore, this study will examine the accuracy of 


















