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Honors Thesis Proposal 

Working Title 

Creative portion: Passenger Seat 

Research portion: An Examination of Female Power in the Thriller 

Project Purpose 

The purpose of this project is to examine the judgments that people make about each other-how 

they are made, why they are made, why it is or isn't just to make them, etc.-as depicted in films 

of the Thriller genre. Specifically, this film examines the ways female characters are capable of 

making choices about and towards male characters, as well as how audiences react to those 

character choices. The research portion of this project will supplement this creative exploration 

of this topic by identifying how this theme is handled and represented in famous film noirs. This 

will provide context for my piece, as well as provide insights into how the creative media and 

audiences are used to examining these themes. 

Project Importance 

Obviously, broadly speaking, gender has been examined in depth in the academic world of film. 

There is considerable research detailing societal and medium-specific insights regarding issues 

of gender that can be found in film. I would like to build on this research by looking specifically 

at one element of gender depictions in film, namely depictions of gender-based judgments 

characters make about each other, in a specific genre. I would like to participate in this research 
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