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Honors Thesis Proposal 

Working Title 

Father of Man: An Exploration of the Afterlife in Cinema 

Project Pw:pose 

The purpose of this project is to explore cinematic depictions of the afterlife and their 

contextual and cultural backgrounds--what causes certain interpretations and why. Specifically, 

my film depicts the Spirit World, and is influenced by aesthetic and iconographical elements 

from my faith tradition. These should be examined against other renderings, as to identify the 

many sources of inspirations for various visual choices. The research aspect of this project will 

be to more deeply explore historical depictions of the afterlife in film by identifying how 

religion, geography, and other cultural factors (conscious and subconscious) determine what goes 

onto the screen. This may render additional insights into why some artists seek to display an 

afterlife, or are averse to it. 

Project Importance 

For all of human history, people have wondered what lies beyond this life, and have 

explored this massive question through religion, storytelling, and art. The hope for an afterlife 

drives millions of people in their everyday meaning and purpose, and the age-old question "what 

happens when I die?" is one that has carried into the motion picture artform. However, putting 

something on the screen proves to be something quite different than simply writing words. Vivid 
















