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Honors Thesis Proposal 

A Comparative Analysis of the Japanese Criminal Justice System 

I. Project Purpose

The purpose of this project is to better understand the Japanese criminal justice 

system, especially in comparison to the American model of criminal justice. In this thesis I 

will analyze Japanese law enforcement and criminal law systems and contrast them with 

those of America. Several questions will be explored: What factors within the legal 

structure have influenced Japan's current system, as well as its outcomes (low crime rate 

and high conviction rate)? Are the allegations that Japan is too harsh on criminal 

suspects-that is, too dismissive of their human rights-correct, or are they unfounded? 

Above all, what conclusions can we draw from Japan's success in keeping crime low, and 

what implications do they have for other countries (such as America) that hope to reduce 

their own crime rates? 

II. Project Significance

National security, civil liberties, and constitutional rights are all matters of great 

concern in the modern international community. The American justice system is well 

known for putting emphasis on upholding the rights of the accused. Japan, in contrast, has a 

much stricter system of criminal justice. It boasts a conviction rate of over 99 percent. 

(Ramseyer and Rasmusen 2001) Some view this number not as a success, but as evidence 

of a problem. Japan has been accused of employing inappropriate methods in order to 

achieve enviable levels of public safety: allegations of forced confessions and lack of regard 
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