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Honors Thesis Proposal 

Working Title: 

Musical Conquest: The Use of Music in the Spiritual Conquest of the Nahua People 

Project Purpose: 

To bridge a gap between history and musicology on analyzing the use of music in the 

conversion of the Nahua people, a topic only lightly touched by both disciplines. 

Project Importance and Overview: 

In the last century historians have shown a growing interest in conquest history. The 

events surrounding the Spanish conquistadors have been examined and reexamined from a 

variety of angles. A growing area of interest within this conquest trend in the spiritual conquest, 

which has its beginnings with Ricard's work" The Spiritual Conquest of Mexico" (1966). Since 

then a number of prominent scholars have taken to this idea of the spiritual conquest, in 

analyzing how the Spaniards attempted to Christianize the indigenous peoples of America. 

Some, like Burkhart (1989), disagree that the Spanish spiritually conquered the natives. Whether 

or not the spiritual conquest succeeded, Ricard's work still gives a excellent overview of 

methods used by missionaries, and now historians have been growing more specific in their 

focus of the methods used by the Spanish missionaries. Burkhart (2011) speaks of the Spaniard's 

use of religious plays as an aid to conversion. Truitt (2018) adds to the conversation with his 

analysis of daily religious life in the colonial period. 

Throughout this literature, music is frequently mentioned as a means employed by 

Spaniards for converting the native people. The sources agree that the Nahuas had a love for 








