
Working Title: The Mosquito and the Rose: Similar Themes in the Writings of Johann 
Wolfgang von Goethe and Kobayashi Issa 
Project Purpose: To compare and contrast the themes of childhood found in two of the great 
master poets of their time: Johann Wol�ang Von Goethe and Kobayashi Issa, drawing 
conclusions ao the impact their uphri:i:ig:iR.gs had QR. their respective works. 

-

Project Importance: Although living in two vastly separate worlds, both the beloved Japanese 
poet Kobayashi Issa and the renowned German author Johann Wolfgang Goethe are considered 
masters both in their respective countries and the world. However, despite living during the same 
time period, their works have been not substantially compared in a literary context. This thesis 
will be one of the first in-depth literary analysis that compare excerpts from both of their bodies 
of work in the original languages, German and Japanese. 
Project Overview: 

Writing during similar times; in different cultures, neither Goethe nor Issa would have 
heard of each other during their lifetimes. Issa born in 1763, died in 1828, prior to the ending of 
the Japanese "Sakoku", or the opening of the Japanese border to western influences in 1853 1

• 

Goethe, born in 1749, may have heard rumor of the mysterious closed country, but we have no 
record of him having any significant interaction with either a Japanese native or one of the few 
Japanese Dutch Traders allowed to bring goods to port during this time2

• Germany at the time 
was experiencing the beginnings of the romantic movement3 , while Japan was deeply entrenched 
in the unparalleled Edo period of art and culture4

. 

And yet, despite these vast differences, both Goethe's and Issa's respective bodies of 
work encompass a similar rapture and awe with nature, both as an appreciation of it5 and a
recognition of sel:tt'. Stemming from vastly different perspectives, backgrounds, cultures and 
movements, their works cut to the core of human experience. 

I propose to conduct a literary analysis and comparison of Goethe's semi
autobiographical works Die Leiden des Jungen Werther or "The Sorrows of Young Werther", as 
well as excerpts from his Dichtung und Wahrheit, his autobiography, and of Issa's Oregaharu or 
"Spring of My Life", a collection ofHaikus and musings written over different periods of his 
life. I propose that, despite the differences in both background and experiences as stated above, 
both masters use nature as a reflection of the human realities around them. 

Up to this point, my research has focused primarily on understanding the backgrounds of 
both Issa and Goethe, and on gaining a deeper knowledge of both of their vast bodies of work. 

Both Goethe and Issa were extremely prolific in their writing. Goethe left behind a 
volume of over a thousand novels, scientific treatises, poetry, and letters 7, and Issa's journals 

1 Ueda, Makoto. Dew on the grass: the life and poehy of Kobayashi Issa. Vol. 20. Brill, 2004. 
2 Glamann, Kristof. Dutch-Asiatic Trade 1620-1740. Springer Science & Business Media, 2012. 
3 https://,vww.britannica.com/art/German-literature/The- l 9th-centurv 
4 Nishiyama, Matsunosuke. Edo culture: daily life and diversions in urban Japan, 1600-1868. University of Hawaii 

press, 1997. 
5 Goethe, Johann Wolfgang von. "Goethe's botanical writings." (1952). 
6 Cool Melons--turn to Frogs!: The L(fe and Poems of Issa. Lee & Low Books, 1998. 
7 https://www.britannica.com/art/German-literature/The- l 9th-century 








