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Title: Redeem Your Empty Bottles Here 

Statement of Intent: I plan to present a collection of creative works, both poetry and short 

stories, centering on a group of characters all connected through one man. While many different 

themes or issues may appear within the collection, my primary focus and idea of exploration is 

that of personal redemption. Specifically, I want to explore the connection between an 

individual's search for redemption, as well as how redemption is influenced or determined by 

outside sources and perspectives. Redemption is a topic much discussed, whether in Faulkner's 

works, such as A Fable, wherein war is the primary backdrop, and Christ himself as a dead 

soldier appears (Gold 146). Even the dark Edgar Allan Poe confronts the idea of figurative 

redemption through action and knowledge, as well as literal redemption from the dead in his 

Ligeia. Across fiction, whether epic fantasy or movies like Les Miserables, redemption is often 

portrayed as possible and desirable. Yet, between the sphere of mainstream news and other 

media, ideas of redemption appear to contradict each other and the end result is a pessimistic 

view. Within fiction films and books we often see someone bad change and become better 

(though recent films have tried to spin the supposed bad guys as good in their unredeemed state, 

and yet even this is a type ofredemption as they are elevated from villains to heroic villains). 

Conversely, news stations, and even our justice system, often focus on the errors and wrongs of a 

person, even if that person may no longer subscribe to a belief or action. We get a sense that our 

imaginations long for redemption, accept redemption. That's why we go see Les Miserables, the 

thief repenting and becoming a hero. And yet in reality, we penalize men and women with 




















