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Working Title: Learning Outcomes, Data Collection, and Analytical Possibilities for Pratham's 
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Project Purpose: This paper is based on data collected by Pratham, a large NGO that works with 

government schools in India. The broad purpose of the project is to answer the question, "How 

can we support village communities in India as they come up with solutions to illiteracy for 

children in primary school?" The specific purpose of the paper is to analyze existing 

measurement strategies related to Pratham's Hamara Gaon learning interventions for children 

in Indian villages, recommending adjustments to existing data collection and analysis methods 

to more accurately determine causality when evaluating the effectiveness of interventions. This 

will include a descriptive analysis of the effects of programs implemented in villages across 

India during 2018-2019, a dissection of Pratham's current data-collection techniques, and a 

strategic recommendation for future data-collection based on work in similar settings. 

Project Importance: Pratham programs have been the subject of various research studies 

related to education within development work. Previous research has used Pratham to examine 

the relative productivity of several modes of implementing an Indian English education 

curriculum, 1 the importance of beneficiary participation in community education

interventions,2 and other factors that influence the effect of Pratham's programs on student

outcomes. The results of this Pratham-specific research connect to broader education and 

development research related to learning interventions. For example, Conn compiled a meta

analysis of impact evaluations related to educational interventions in Sub-Saharan Africa, 

1 Banerjee, Abhijit V., et al. "Pitfalls of Participatory Programs: Evidence from a Randomized Evaluation in Education in India."

American Economic Journal, 2010. 
2 He, Fang, and Leigh. "How to Teach English in India: Testing the Relative Productivity of Instruction Methods within the

Pratham English Language Education Program." Poverty Action Lab, 2008. 














