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Project Purpose 

Research will provide insight into how students create relationships and identity in an 

educational context where interpersonal goals for students in the classroom are being 

intentionally shifted by governmental and societal pressure. 

Project Importance 

Development in pedagogical ideology in South Korea has pushed school to incorporate a 

greater number of strategies to increase creativity and individual development in 

students. This is in contrast with the traditional pressures toward egalitarian social 

structures and learning styles. 

Project Overview 

Working with an IRB approved by Dr. Thompson which covers all publications done with 

data acquired during the 2018 field school on the condition of individual anonymity, 

observations were done throughout Seoul by members of the 2018 field school. My 

personal research took me to an elementary school on the northern tip of Seoul, the 

farthest north of any researcher, but not the newest school observed. 

The teacher whose class I observed is a former student of Professor Kellogg of 

Sangmyung University and collaborator with Dr. Thompson. We used this connection to 

get permission to observe the specific teacher's classroom, students, and teaching over 

the course of two months, though had we requested it, the teacher would have been 

willing and happy to have us longer, by her own admission. 

My observations were done by sitting in the rear of the classroom during instruction and 

break times. The class is composed of 26 students and a single teacher. As per the 

Institutional Review Board instruction, I will not disclose names of individuals or any 

information which would make individuals identifiable, but I can say the teacher of the 

class is a woman with more than a decade of teaching in her career, with more than half 

of those years spent working in elementary schools. 

In addition to simple observation, I would also interact with the students of the class 

whenever they wanted to interact and would occasionally even join in activities the 












